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BETTER OUTCOMES FOR BETTER OUTCOMES FOR 
INFANTS AND TODDLERS:INFANTS AND TODDLERS:

COLLABORATION WITH DEPENDENCY COURTS COLLABORATION WITH DEPENDENCY COURTS 
FOR SYSTEMS REFORMFOR SYSTEMS REFORM
2008 SURVEY2008 SURVEY RESULTSRESULTS

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND FAMILY COURT JUDGES NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND FAMILY COURT JUDGES 
AND AND 

ZERO TO THREE NATIONAL CENTER FOR INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND FAMILIEZERO TO THREE NATIONAL CENTER FOR INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND FAMILIESS

HONORABLE PAMELA L. ABERNETHYHONORABLE PAMELA L. ABERNETHY
MIMARI A. HALL, M.A., NCJFCJMIMARI A. HALL, M.A., NCJFCJ
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FELLOWSHIP JOURNEYFELLOWSHIP JOURNEY
1999

PROJECT BOND

2001

FULL‐TIME 
JUVENILE 

COURT JUDGE

2004

FAMILY 
BUILDING 
BLOCKS

2006

GREAT 
BEGINNINGS 
COMMUNITY 
EC INITIATIVE

ZERO TO THREE FELLOWSHIP
2007 ‐ 2008

LEADERSHIP

PUB LIC POLICY

SYSTEMS CHANGE

COLLABORATION

SCIENTIFIC 
KNOWLEDGE

GENERATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE

2005

FOSTERING 
ATTACHMENT 
TREATMENT 

COURT

SHIFT FROM LOCAL TO 
NATIONAL PROJECT 

FOCUS 2008 NATIONAL SURVEY
COLLABORATION W/NCJFCJ



©MMIX NCJFCJ 3

WHY                       JUDGES?WHY                       JUDGES?

DAILY WITNESS TO CYCLIC, DAILY WITNESS TO CYCLIC, 
INTERGENERATIONAL ABUSE AND INTERGENERATIONAL ABUSE AND 
NEGLECT FROM THE BENCHNEGLECT FROM THE BENCH

JUDGES UNIQUELY SITUATED TO ACT JUDGES UNIQUELY SITUATED TO ACT 

POWER TO BRING COMMUNITY POWER TO BRING COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS TOGETHERPARTNERS TOGETHER
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PERSONAL RELECTION: PERSONAL RELECTION: 
““CRUMBS FROM THE TABLE OF JOYCRUMBS FROM THE TABLE OF JOY””

HOW MANY OF THE DEPENDENT WARDS OF MY HOW MANY OF THE DEPENDENT WARDS OF MY 
COURT EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT JOY IN THEIR LIVES?  COURT EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT JOY IN THEIR LIVES?  

PRENATAL DRUG EXPOSUREPRENATAL DRUG EXPOSURE
YEARS OF CHRONIC NEGLECT FOLLOWED BY YEARS OF CHRONIC NEGLECT FOLLOWED BY 
YEARS OF FOSTER CAREYEARS OF FOSTER CARE
LOW TO NO SELFLOW TO NO SELF‐‐ESTEEMESTEEM
NO OR LACK OF AFFECTIONNO OR LACK OF AFFECTION
EXPECTATIONS FOR POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS AND EXPECTATIONS FOR POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS AND 
FOR A HAPPY FUTURE ARE NILLFOR A HAPPY FUTURE ARE NILL
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SURVEY METHODSURVEY METHOD

NCJFCJ n=1175
Oregon n=53

RESPONSE RATE RESPONSE RATE 
23% (n = 284)23% (n = 284)

COLLABORATION AMONG THE ZTT FELLOW, NCJFCJ 
AND ZERO TO THREE (ZTT)
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SAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONSSAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONS

1.1. INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN EXPERIENCE INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN EXPERIENCE 
DEPRESSIONDEPRESSION

2.2. INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN SENSE A INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN SENSE A 
PARENTPARENT’’S MOOD AND BE AFFECTED BY A S MOOD AND BE AFFECTED BY A 
PARENTPARENT’’S DEPRESSION OR ANGERS DEPRESSION OR ANGER

3.3. INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN EXPERIENCE INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN EXPERIENCE 
LONG TERM EFFECTS FROM WITNESSING LONG TERM EFFECTS FROM WITNESSING 
VIOLENCEVIOLENCE
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SAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONSSAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONS
CHILDREN UNDER AGE 3 IN THE FOSTER CARE CHILDREN UNDER AGE 3 IN THE FOSTER CARE 
SYSTEM ARE AT A VERY HIGH RISK OF HAVING SYSTEM ARE AT A VERY HIGH RISK OF HAVING 
BELOW AVERAGE COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENTBELOW AVERAGE COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

EACH ADDITIONAL VISIT THAT BABIES AND EACH ADDITIONAL VISIT THAT BABIES AND 
TODDLERS RECEIVE WITH PARENTS PER WEEK TODDLERS RECEIVE WITH PARENTS PER WEEK 
TRIPLES THE ODDS OF PERMANENCY IN A YEARTRIPLES THE ODDS OF PERMANENCY IN A YEAR

INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN GET ASSESSMENTS INFANTS AND TODDLERS CAN GET ASSESSMENTS 
AND EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES THROUGH AND EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES THROUGH 
INDIVIDIALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT INDIVIDIALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT 
(IDEA) PART C AND ARE REQUIRED TO BE (IDEA) PART C AND ARE REQUIRED TO BE 
REFERRED IF THERE IS A SUBSTANTIATED REFERRED IF THERE IS A SUBSTANTIATED 
INCIDENT OF ABUSE OR NEGLECTINCIDENT OF ABUSE OR NEGLECT
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KEY FINDINGS IKEY FINDINGS I
JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGEJUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE

IDEA PART C REFERRAL

DIDN'T KNOW THAT

KNEW ABOUT THAT

51% 49%
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KEY FINDINGS IKEY FINDINGS I
JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)
CROSSCROSS--TABULATION RESULTSTABULATION RESULTS
1.1. VICTIMS ACT MODEL COURTS (VAMC) vs. VICTIMS ACT MODEL COURTS (VAMC) vs. 

NONNON--VAMCsVAMCs

VAMC PARTICIPANTS SIGNIFICANTLY VAMC PARTICIPANTS SIGNIFICANTLY 
MORE KNOWLEDGE THAN NONMORE KNOWLEDGE THAN NON--VAMC VAMC 
RESPONDENTSRESPONDENTS

KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS (d), (e), (f), AND KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS (d), (e), (f), AND 
(i) STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT(i) STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT
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KEY FINDINGS IKEY FINDINGS I
JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)

2.2. 00--2 YEARS vs. 32 YEARS vs. 3--10 YEARS vs. 10+ YEARS ON 10 YEARS vs. 10+ YEARS ON 
BENCHBENCH

JUDGES WITH 10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE     JUDGES WITH 10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE     MOREMORE KNOWLEDGE KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT QUESTION (c) ABOUT QUESTION (c) 
JUDGES WITH 2 OR LESS YEARS EXPERIENCE JUDGES WITH 2 OR LESS YEARS EXPERIENCE LESSLESS KNOWLEDGE KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT QUESTIONS (e) AND (i)ABOUT QUESTIONS (e) AND (i)

3.3. ZTT vs. NONZTT vs. NON--ZTT ZTT 
OVERALL NOT STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT OVERALL NOT STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT 

CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN DUE TO:CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN DUE TO:
CEILING EFFECTS;CEILING EFFECTS;
DRAMATIC DIFFERENCE IN THE SIZE OF THE TWO DRAMATIC DIFFERENCE IN THE SIZE OF THE TWO 
GROUPSGROUPS
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KEY FINDINGS IIKEY FINDINGS II
JUDICIAL PRACTICE AND SCIENCEJUDICIAL PRACTICE AND SCIENCE

JUDGES WITH JUDGES WITH THREE YEARS OR MORE THREE YEARS OR MORE 
EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE ON THE BENCH ON THE BENCH MORE MORE 
LIKELYLIKELY TO BELIEVE IN THEIR ABILITY TO TO BELIEVE IN THEIR ABILITY TO 
USE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE TO MAKE USE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE TO MAKE 
BETTER JUDICIAL DEICSIONSBETTER JUDICIAL DEICSIONS
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KEY FINDINGS IIIKEY FINDINGS III
SYSTEMS CHANGESYSTEMS CHANGE
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NEXT STEPSNEXT STEPS

SURVEY RESULTS REPORT ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS REPORT ONLINE 
PUBLISHING BY NCJFCJPUBLISHING BY NCJFCJ

ARTICLE IN ZTT JOURNALARTICLE IN ZTT JOURNAL

INDIVIDUAL CALL TO ACTIONINDIVIDUAL CALL TO ACTION
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTSQUESTIONS/COMMENTS
CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION

MIMARI A. HALL, M.A.MIMARI A. HALL, M.A.
MODEL COURT LIAISONMODEL COURT LIAISON

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND 
FAMILY COURT JUDGES (NCJFCJ)FAMILY COURT JUDGES (NCJFCJ)

mhall@ncjfcj.orgmhall@ncjfcj.org or (775) 784or (775) 784--11621162
www.ncjfcj.orgwww.ncjfcj.org

www.zerotothree.orgwww.zerotothree.org

mailto:mhall@ncjfcj.org
http://www.ncjfcj.org/
http://www.zerotothree.org/
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THANK YOU!THANK YOU!


	BETTER OUTCOMES FOR �INFANTS AND TODDLERS: �COLLABORATION WITH DEPENDENCY COURTS FOR SYSTEMS REFORM�2008 SURVEY RESULTS
	FELLOWSHIP JOURNEY
	WHY                       JUDGES?
	PERSONAL RELECTION: �“CRUMBS FROM THE TABLE OF JOY”�
	SURVEY METHOD
	SAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONS
	SAMPLE SURVEY QUESTIONS
	KEY FINDINGS I�JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE
	KEY FINDINGS I�JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)
	KEY FINDINGS I�JUDICIAL KNOWLEDGE (Cont.)
	KEY FINDINGS II�JUDICIAL PRACTICE AND SCIENCE
	KEY FINDINGS III�SYSTEMS CHANGE
	NEXT STEPS
	QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

