
The What Works Clearinghouse



The WWC

l…an organization established in 2002 with a 
mission to provide educators, policymakers, 
researchers, and the public with a central and 
trusted source of scientific evidence of what 
works in education.

l…an organization that sets standards for 
research on effectiveness

l…a web site (whatworks.ed.gov) posting 
assessments of education interventions based 
on research

The WWC is…
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Topic Areas

Topic Areas

Elementary School Math
Middle School Math
Beginning Reading
Dropout Prevention
Early Childhood Education
Adolescent Literacy
English Language Learners
Students with Learning Disabilities
Etc.

Accelerated Reader
Daisy Quest
Ladders to Literacy
Peer Assisted Learning Strategies
Reading Recovery
Saxon Phonics
Stepping Stones to Literacy
Etc. (over 150 more…)



Topic Areas
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Example Review



Topic Areas

Review Teams

For each topic:

• Principal Investigator
• Deputy Principal Investigator
• 6 to 12 Reviewers
• 1 to 2 Coordinators
• Quality Assurance
• Peer Review



Topic Areas

Reporting

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/Topic.aspx?tid=01


Practice Guides

WWC Practice Guides

Recommendations for 
addressing current challenges 
in education

Practice Guides Include:

•Concrete how-to steps
•Rating of strength of evidence



Practice Guides

Existing Practice Guides

• Response to Intervention (RtI) for Math

• Response to Intervention (RtI) for Reading

• Reducing Behavior Problems

• Dropout Prevention 

• Literacy Instruction for English Language Learners

• Encouraging Girls in Math and Science 

• Improving Adolescent Literacy

• Organizing Instruction and Study to Improve Student 

Learning 



Quick Reviews

WWC Quick Reviews 
• Recent studies receiving media attention
• Quick assessment of consistency with WWC standards

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/

