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THE STATEWIDE HUMAN SERVICES  

RESEARCH AND TRAINING NETWORK (RTN)  

 

Mission of the Network 

To advance the development of sound public policy and promote program excellence 

for safe and stable families living in supportive communities through coordination of 

research, education, training, consultation and technical assistance. 

 

Goals to Support the Mission 

� Ensure that research is conducted, disseminated widely and integrated into practice, 

� Identify practice-oriented research priorities at the county, regional, and statewide 

levels to assure that research is relevant to practice, 

� Coordinate prioritization of research topics in order to enhance the effectiveness and 

efficiency of research, 

� Enhance the development of working relationships between university faculty and 

agency administrators. 

 
Objectives to Achieve the Goals 

� Build capacity for practice-oriented research at the county and university levels, 

� Increase the relevance and potential application of research to improve practice, 

� Develop common understanding and language about evidence-based, promising 

and best practice, 

� Ensure practice-oriented research is written with administrators and practitioners in 

mind: clear, brief and specifically including implications for practice and policy as 

appropriate, 

� Increase dissemination of practice-oriented research, 

� More fully  infuse social work education and training with relevant research, 

� Support agency administrators in implementing evidence based practice, 

� Create an environment that promotes practice-oriented research and encourages 

funding for these activities. 

 

Activities to Carry out Objectives 

� Engage university faculty and agency administrators to establish, review and/or 

modify  priorities for research topics on an annual basis,  

� Identify research being conducted by our partner organizations (CalSWEC, RTAs, 

regional consortia,)  and disseminate this information, 

� Disseminate research findings statewide through a collaboration among our partner 

organizations (CalSWEC, CFPIC, the California Child Welfare Clearinghouse on 

Evidence Based Practice, RTAs and Regional Consortia), 

� Present research in an annual forum, 

� Support county implementation of evidence-based best practices with technical 

assistance provided by CFPIC and training by CalSWEC and the RTAs, 

� Work with the Co-Investment Partnership to seek financial support for practice-

oriented research and evaluation, 
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� Encourage university faculty to direct their resources towards practice-oriented 

research that is identified in an agreed-upon research agenda. 

 

Target Audiences 

� Agency directors and university chairs 

� State and county human services  administrators 

� Field faculty 

� Research faculty 

� IV-E project coordinators 

� University lecturers  

 

Network Participants  

Statewide 

California Social Work Education Center (CalSWEC), UC Berkeley 

� Curriculum Committee 

� Research and Development Committee 

Child and Family Policy Institute of California (CFPIC) 

California Evidence Based Clearinghouse for Child Welfare (CEBC) 

California Department of Social Services (CDSS) 

Child Welfare Co-Investment Partnership 

 
Regional 

Northern California 

Center for Human Services, UC Davis Extension 

� Northern California Directors 

� Northern  California Training Academy 

 
Bay Area 

Bay Area Social Services Consortium (BASSC) 

� Bay Area Academy (San Francisco State University) 

 
Central Region 

Social Welfare Evaluation, Research and Training Center (SWERT), CSU Fresno 

� Central California Area Social Services Consortium (CASSC) 

� Central California Training Academy 

 
Southern Region 

Academy for Professional Excellence, San Diego State University 

� Southern Area Consortium of Human Services (SACHS) 

� Public Child Welfare Training Academy (PCWTA) 

 
Los Angeles 

Inter-University Consortium 

� Child and Family Research Consortium 

 


